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TheErnestMeyer’simprintsonthe
largeHermesheads ofGreece andontheCérès ofFrance

LouisFanchini
AcadémiedePhilatélie

I) Introduction

Theprimaryandmainintentofthisstudyistogivetheexactstatusoftheknownstamps,asoftoday, of
the largeHermesheadofGreeceandthe“Cérès1858”&“Cérèswithout inscription”ofFrance,bearingthe
inscription of the printer, Ernest Meyer1. A classification of all these stamps is also proposed in order to
recognisethemmoreeasilyinthefuture2.

Theonlyindepthworkdone,sofar, onthissubject istheoutstandingstudypublishedin1969byGeorge
M.Photiadis3.Sincethen,onlyourwellknownfriend,MichaelTseriotis,haspublishedanupdatedinventory
of the largeHermesheadstampswith theErnestMeyer’s imprint. It appeared inoneof thesevenauction
catalogues4 of thesaleof GeorgeZachariades’collection,intheyears2002/2006byDavidFeldmanofGeneva.

These singles, stripsorblocksof stamps with theprinter’s imprint,and inparticular thecompletesetof
stripsof imprimatursofthe7values (seeparagraph3,below), havebeentheheart of themostprestigious
collections of Greek classical philately: Dorning Beckton, Nicolaïdès, Alfieris, Ferrari, Argyropoulos, Garas,
Burrus,Maximus,Zachariades,andareconsideredbyall advancedspecialists, sinceabouta centurynow, as
thegemsoflargeHermesheadcollections:


• “It’s probably the greatest rarity existing and the most lovely set of the Greek stamps.”: Luder
Edelmann&CO.,19295.

• “ThechoicestitemsinallGreekPhilately.”:Ernest Spink– Robert Truman,1949.
• “…the desirability of these lovely classics is beyond question, and all connoisseurs of Greek stamps

appreciatetheirbeautyandattraction.”:RobsonLoweLdt.,1962.
• “…themostimportantandvaluablerarityofGreekphilately.”:David Feldman,1984.
• “This fantastic assemblywas the crown jewel of unusedGreece in the Ferrari, Burrus andMaximus

collections,itsrarityandimportanceisalmostunsurpassable”:Marcus Orsi & Michael Tseriotis,2002.

So as we have just read above these stamps are remarkable by their beauty and the fineness of their
printingastheycome fromthe“bonnesfeuilles”,thefirstsheetsprintedwhenthepressstarted toroll6. They
are known as the imprimaturs7 of the large Hermes head or, as Photiatis called them in his study: the
“specimend’impression”, beingexactlythesameastheParisprintingsbutnotgummed(someofthemhave
now falsegum…)andcomingfromthefirstsheetsoftheprinting.

II) HistoryofthelargeHermeshead imprimaturs &essayswithErnestMeyer’simprint

The ErnestMeyer’s imprintwas firstmentioned8 in the philatelic literature inWalter Dorning Beckton’s
studyof1897,whichincludedapictureofastripofthreeofthe20lepta(seefigure1,below). Inthisstudy,
theauthorwronglystatedthatthelargeHermesheaddiewasengravedbyJacquesJean Barre,andthatthe

1 WedonotknowalotabouttheprinterErnestMeyer,exceptthathewasinstalledinParisandwasprintinggravures(seefigure10,below)andbooksinthe
middleofthe19th century.Thephilatelicliterature(ArthurE.Glasewald,in1896,andtheKohlBriefmarkenhandbuch byDr.H.Munk&A.Argyrupoulos,in
1929)isstatingthatiswasGermanandwasestablishedinDresdenin1870wherehediedin1895.IhaveputonWikipediaall theinformationcompiledabout
himknowntodate(http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Meyer).
2 Thenumbersusedonthisclassificationofalltheknownitems,withthepartialorcompleteprinter’simprint,arestartingby“EM”andareappearingunder
bracketsinthelegendofalltheillustrationsofthisstudy.TheyaredescribedindetailintheparagraphsIII&IVandcharts1&2,below.
3 GeorgeM.Photiadis,Theimprint“TypographieErnestMeyer,RuedeVerneuil22,àParis.”ontheSheetsoftheLargeHermesHeadsofGreecePrintedinParis
(1861),TheRoyalPhilatelicSociety,London,1969.
4 DavidFeldmanauctioncatalogue,TheCollection(II)Greece– TheLargeHermesHeads,p.10,Genève,December4th,2002(LotN°10,016).
5 “C’estprobablementlaplusgranderaretéexistanteetlaplusbelleseriedetimbresgrec.”:LuderEdelmannauctioncatalogue,Grèce Collectionspécialiséede
MonsieurleMarquisFerraridelaRenotière,Zurich,April22nd,1929(LotN°5,050).
6 PierreMahé,“Souvenirsd’unTimbrophile– LesTimbresGrecs”,L’EchodelaTimbrologie no.369/1908,p.302.
7 LouisFanchini,“DefinitionsofthetermsPROOFandESSAYandtheirapplicationtothelargeHermesheadstamps”,Philotelia no.644/2007.
8 In1896,ArthurE.Glasewald,inhisstudy,DiePostwerthzeichenvonGriechenland,isspeakingaboutaGermanprinter,whodiedinDresden,asbeingthe
printeroftheParisissuesofthelargeHermeshead,butwithoutmentioninghisname...
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printing plates were manufactured by Ernest Meyer, when in fact the engraver of the die and the
manufactureroftheprintingplateswas DésiréAlbertBarre9.

Startingwiththepublicationofthisstudy, in1897, andthediscoveryofthisstripofthree20lepta,abig
debate has divided the community of lovers of this marvellous stamp: who was the printer of the large
HermesheadstampsinParis,AnatoleAugusteHulot10 orErnestMeyer?

Figure1: Thestripofthree ofthe20lepta (EM5c),thefirstpictureofan imprimatur
withthe printer’s inscription toappear inthephilatelicliterature, in1897

In1906,PierreMahé,afamousParisianstamp dealerandbookseller, related,inanarticle,Reminiscences
ofaVeteran11,theuniqueexperiencehehadaroundtheyear 1868, whenheboughtfrom anunknowncouple
asetofcompletesheetsof150stampsof thesevenvaluesof theParisprinting largeHermeshead,allun
gummedandallbearingtheErnestMeyer’s inscription,forthemodestamountof180francs, plusabook.On
the1lepton,2,5,20,40&80lepta sheets theinscriptionwasontherightbottom partofthesheet,whereas
forthe10leptaitwasontheleftbottompartofthesheet. Theseimprintsareprintedwith thesamecolouras
thestampsofthesheet.Mahé,as oneofthemainsupplierstotheMarquisFerraridelaRenotière,themost
famouscollectorever, sold tohimthestripsof4 stamps of sixvalues,bearing theprinter’s inscription,but
withoutthe40lepta(seefigure3 &paragraphIII, below).Hesoldin thephilatelicmarkettheotherpartsof
thesevensheetsas blocksandsinglesuntil theendofthe19th century.

Pierre Mahé spoke also about a second lucky find of large Hermes head sheets with the printer’s
inscription,but withoutstatingits exactdateor describing thecontent inanydetail… Inhisstudy12,Photiadis
expressed his serious doubts about the veracity of the twoMahé lucky finds, considered them to be Fairy
Tales,andthoughtthat thetwofindscame fromasingle one…Perhaps,oneday,weshallknowthetruestory
oftheseMahéfind(s)?

In1923,NicolasS.Nicolaïdés13 wrote abouttwosheetswiththeprinter’s inscription(1lepton&20lepta)
discovered,amongmanyotheressaysofGreeceandother countries,attheprintingofficeoftheFrenchMint
inParisafter thedeathofAnatoleAugusteHulot in1892. The famousAlfierisblocof twentyfiveof the20
lepta(figure2,below)couldprobablycome (?) fromthe20leptacompletesheetdiscoveredhere. Thisblocis
gummedandtheauthenticityofthegum hasbeen thesubjectofabigdebatefor manydecades14…

Finally,in1929,thefamousGreekcollectorNicolasGarasboughtfromBarre’sfamilyheirs15 asetofseven
completesheetsof150stampsofthe2,5,10(onesheetwith“ControlNumbers”,andonewithout),20,40&
80lepta16.Onlythetwosheetsofthe10leptaborethecompleteprinter’s inscription.Fourothersheets(2,5,

9 LouisFanchini:“Theessays“Cérès1858”:WhyaretheyanintegralpartofGreekphilately?”, Philotelia nos.652653/2008&654/2009.
10 AnatoleAugusteHulot(1811 1892)wasin chargeoftheprintingofthestampsofFranceanditsColoniesfrom1848to1876at theFrenchMintinParis.He
wasalsoinitiallysupposedtoprinttheGreekstampsofthelargeHermeshead,butit’sneverhappened.
11 PierreMahé,“Reminiscencesofaveteran– TheStampsofGreece”,StanleyGibbonsMonthlyJournal,vol.no.XVIIofNovember30th 1906,pp.100102,and
March30th 1907,pp.194195.
12 GeorgeM.Photiades,Theimprint“TypographieErnestMeyer…
13 NicolasS.Nicolaïdès,Histoiredelacréationdutimbregrec,Paris,1923,pp.1820.Inthisbook,Nicolaïdès wronglystatedthatAnatoleAugusteHulotwasthe
printerofthelargeHermesheadsinParis.Healsowrotethatthefamousblockof11imprimatursofthe10leptawith,ontheback,thehandwritten“Hommage
affectueuxdel’auteur” andsignedAlbertBarre,wasagiftoftheengravertoAnatoleAugusteHulotwhichisabsolutelyimprobableknowingtherelation,during
about30years,betweenthetwomainimportantpersonagesofthestampsmanufacturing,inFrance,inthe19th century…ThestatementsayingthatHulotwas
theinitiatorofthe“ControlNumbers”onthebackofthelargeHermesheadstampsisalsohighlyquestionable…Nicolaïdèsalsowrotethatoneortwosheetsof
the20leptawiththeprinter’sinscriptionhavebeensentbyErnestMeyertoAthensandthendispatchedamongtheemployees,but,again,withoutanyfurther
explanationorreference…
14 MichaelTseriotis,“TheAlfierisblockof25Parisprint20leptawithprinter’sinscription”,Philotelia no.672/2012, pp.1213.
15 NicolasGaras,“Unetrouvailleunique”,Philotelia no.54/1929,pp.149151.
16 Fourofthesesheets(2lepta,5lepta,10leptawith“ControlNumbers”&20lepta)havebeencarefullyphotographedandarepartoftheLuderEdelmann
catalogueoftheauction no.XIIIofNovember4th/11th,1929inZurich.Inthiscatalogue(pp. 4752),Nicolaïdèsisquotedbytheauthors:DésiréAlbertBarrekept
2completesetsof7sheetswiththeprinter’simprint.Thefirstonestayedinhisowncollection(thesheetsboughtbyNicolasGarasandpartofthissale),and
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20&80 lepta)had tracesof thehorizontal lineabove theprinter’s inscriptionafter thebottompartof the
sheets had been cut with scissors. Three of these sheets (5, 20 & 80 lepta) are part of the Andreadis’
Kassandra collection and can been seen in the Edition d’Or book17. This is another big debate among the
communityofthelargeHermesheadspecialistssinceages:Werethe8,96218 completesheetssenttoAthens
inAugust&September1861printedwiththeErnestMeyer’simprint,andthencutatthebottombeforetheir
sendingtoAthensorweretheyprintedwithoutanyprinter’sinscriptionaftertheremovaloftheimprintline
from the typographic plate before the printing of the of the issued stamps...? As not any single official
document on the relation betweenDésiréAlbert Barre and ErnestMeyer has been discovered, so far, and
afterthefindofthese4sheetswithtracesoftheprinter’simprint wecanonlysupposethat oneofthesetwo
hypothesisis therightone...19

Figure2:Thefamous Alfierisblock oftwentyfiveofthe20leptawiththeprinter’s inscription (EM5d)

Anyway,allthesediscoveriesproved thatErnestMeyerplayedakeyroleinthelargeHermesheadprinting
inParis.Thenin1937,DocteurPierreBouvetalmostclosedthequestion ofwhowastheprinteroftheParis
printingofthelargeHermeshead bypublishingastudy20 afterhisdiscoveryofthedocumentsoftheorderof
the Greek first stamps in the French Mint archives in Paris. AnatoleAuguste Hulot was neither the
manufacturerof thetypographicplatesnor theprinterofthefirstGreekstampsbutitwasDésiréAlbertwho
producedtheplatesandconductedtheprintingofthestampsoutsideoftheFrenchMint.

Finally,the daybooksof DésiréAlbertBarrebecamepublic in2002,aftermorethan140years,whenthe
engraver’sheirssold thelast familyarchivesduringtheAguttesauctioninNeuilly/France.The“MuséedeLa
Poste”inParisboughtthesepreciousbooks.Withtheexposureofthese officialdocuments,Ihavebeenable
toreorderthesetofeventsbetweenall theparticipantsofthefirstGreekstampscreation, fromthe Greek
Government order,tothemanufacture oftheplatesandtheprintofthestamps, bytheFrenchadministration
inParis.Thisstorywas putinwriting21,confirmingthatAnatoleAugusteHulotwasdefinitivelynottheprinter
of the large Hermes heads Paris issues but that it should only be ErnestMeyerwho printed our favourite
classicstampsunderthedirection andsupervision of DésiréAlbertBarre.

thesecondonewasdispatchedanddistributedamongtheengraver’sfriends.ThefirstsetwasinitiallysupposedtobegiventotheGreekembassyinParis...But,
assomanyotherNicolaïdèsstatements,nosource,noreferencenoranyofficialdocumentismentioned,sohowcouldwetrustallthesestories?
17 StavrosAndreadis,Greece– LargeHermesheads1861/86,Kassandra’Collection,Editiond’OrXXVIII,Wiesbaden,2011,pp.21,23&25.
18 LouisFanchini,“TiragesdeParisdela « grossetêted’Hermès » :QuantitésexactescommandéesetlivréesàAthènes”,DocumentsPhilatéliques no.211/2011.
19 Inmyopinion,thetwocompletesetsofimprimaturs/”specimend’impression”,printedwiththeprinter’simprint,havebeenusedasthe“readytopress”by
Barrebeforestartingthemassiveprintingoftheabout9,000sheetsoftheissuedstamps.Whenreceivingthem,DésiréAlbertBarreaskedErnestMeyerto
removetheimprintline,withthenameandaddressoftheprinter,fromthetypographicplatebeforecommencingtheproductionprinting.
20 Docteur Pierre Bouvet, La commande à laMonnaie de Paris des timbres grecs à tête deMercure, (17 Juillet, 1860– 26 Septembre 1861), Académie de
Philatélie,Paris,1937.
21 LouisFanchini:“Theessays“Cérès1858”:Whyaretheyanintegralpart…”op.cit.
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III) Thelegendarycompleteset oftheseven values of the imprimaturswiththeErnestMeyer’simprint

Aspartofall the largeHermesheadsbearing theprinter’s inscription,and sinceabout acenturynow,a
completesetofstripsofthesevenvaluesisconsideredasalegendarysetbythephilateliccommunityandhas
beeninthehandsofonlyfiveprestigiouscollections.

Aswrittenabove,thefamouscollectorFerrariwas thefirstone toownthe“almostcompleteset” ofthe
seven valuesofthe ParisprintinglargeHermeshead.Theonlyvaluemissingwasthe40lepta,whichhadnot
beenprovidedbyMahé,whoprobably sold itprior tohis transactionwithFerrari. A stripof fourof the40
leptaof the leftbottomcornerof thesheet,butwithouttheprinter’s inscription,wasprovided in itsplace.
TheGreekpartoftheFerrari’scollectionwassoldin192922.

This “almostcompleteset” reappearedin196223 duringthesaleofthecollection ofMaurice Burrus, who
wasconsidered themostfamouscollectoroftheworld,fordecades, afterthedeathofFerrari.

Thecompleteset,withthattime,astripofthreeofthe40leptawiththeprinter’s inscriptionwaspartof
theMaximus collectionsalein198424.

Finally, the last time the complete set appeared on themarketwas during the sale of the Zachariades’
collection25,andbelongsnowtoanewhappycollector.

Figure3:ThecompletelegendarysetoftheLargeHermesheadimprimaturs stripsoftheseven values,
withtheprinter’s inscription (EM1,EM2,EM3,EM4,EM5,EM6&EM7)

22 LuderEdelmann,Grèce CollectionspécialiséedeMonsieurleMarquisFerraridelaRenotière,auctiononApril22nd,1929inZurich,(LotN°5,050).The“almost
completeset”washammeredat17,500francs,thehighestpriceofthisauction.
23 RobsonLoweLtd.,TheBurrusCollection– GreeceandEgypt,auctiononNov.30th,1962inLondon(LotsN°1,222,1,226,1,229,1,233,1,2401,244&1,248).
24 DavidFeldman,TheMaximusCollection(PartII),auctiononMarch1984inGeneva(LotN°10,019).Thecompletesetwashammeredat19,500Swissfrancs.
25 DavidFeldman,TheCollection(II),auctiononDecember4th,2002,inGeneva(LotN°10,016).Thecompletesetwashammeredat240,000Swissfrancs,the
highestpricelotofthisauction.
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Onthefollowingchart, Ihavelistedthestripsofthelegendarycompletesetof theimprimaturswiththe
printer’sinscriptionofthelargeHermeshead,plusthestripoffourofthe40lepta,withoutinscription,which
wasusedintheFerrariandBurruscollections tocompletethelegendary set.Inthischart,arealsomentioned:

 theauctions,aswellasarticlesand studies, thatshowillustrationsofthese8imprimaturs,
 theimprinttype(seeparagraphV,below)and
 theclassificationnumbersoftheConstantinides’etudeaswellastheonesIamusinginthisstudy.

LFN° Type/
Value Description Imprint

type

HPS
Etude
N°

Appearedinauctions,booksorarticles

EM1 LHH
1lepton

Stripof4
imprimaturs 1 1ES.V.

 LuderEdelmann/FerrariCollection/April1929(LotN° 5,050)
 RobsonLowe/BurrusCollection/Nov. 1962(LotN° 1,222)
 DF/MaximusCollection(PartII)/March1984(LotN° 10,019)
 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,016)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.9/Fig.1)
 1985Andronicus’article,HPSofGBBulletin N° 16/57(p.3)

EM2 LHH
2lepta

Stripof4
imprimaturs 2 2ES.IV.

 LuderEdelmann/FerrariCollection/April1929(LotN° 5,050)
 RobsonLowe/BurrusCollection/Nov. 1962(LotN° 1,226)
 DF/MaximusCollection(PartII)/March1984(LotN° 10,019)
 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,016)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.9/Fig.2)

EM3 LHH
5lepta

Stripof4
imprimaturs 2 3ES.IV.

 LuderEdelmann/FerrariCollection/April1929(LotN° 5,050)
 RobsonLowe/BurrusCollection/Nov. 1962(LotN° 1,229)
 DF/MaximusCollection(PartII)/March1984(LotN° 10,019)
 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,016)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.9/Fig.3)

EM4

LHH
10lepta
with

“Control
Numbers”

Stripof4
imprimaturs 3 4ES.II.

 LuderEdelmann/FerrariCollection/April1929(LotN° 5,050)
 RobsonLowe/BurrusCollection/Nov. 1962(LotN° 1,233)
 DF/MaximusCollection(PartII)/March1984(LotN° 10,019)
 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,016)
 1933Constantinidès'étude PlancheXV(p.93)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.9/Fig.4)
 1985Andronicus’article,HPS ofGBBulletin N° 16/57(p.4)

EM5 LHH
20lepta

Stripof4
imprimaturs 2 5ES.IV.

 LuderEdelmann/FerrariCollection/April1929(LotN° 5,050)
 RobsonLowe/BurrusCollection/Nov. 1962(LotN° 1,240)
 DF/MaximusCollection(PartII)/March1984(LotN° 10,019)
 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,016)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.11/Fig.5)

EM6 LHH
40lepta

Stripof3
imprimaturs 2 6ES.V.

 DF/MaximusCollection(PartII)/March1984(LotN° 10,019)
 DF/TheCollectionII(LotN° 10,016)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.17/Fig.8)

EM7 LHH
80lepta

Stripof4
imprimaturs 2 7ES.II.

 LuderEdelmann/FerrariCollection/April1929(LotN° 5,050)
 RobsonLowe/BurrusColection/November1962(Lot1,248)
 DF/MaximusCollection(PartII)/March1984(LotN° 10,019)
 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,016)
 1933Constantinidès'étude PlancheXV(p.93)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.11/Fig.7)

 LHH
40lepta

Stripof4
imprimaturs
without
imprint
(*)

 6ES.IV.2

 LuderEdelmann/FerrariCollection/April1929(LotN° 5,050)
 RobsonLowe/BurrusCollection/November 1962(LotN°1,244)
 DF/March1986(LotN°10,022)
 DF/TheCollectionIII/May2004 (LotN° 10,010)
 1933Constantinidès'étude PlancheXV(p.93)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist (p.11/Fig.6)

(*):Partofthe“almostcompleteset” oftheFerraridelaRenotièreandBurruscollections.
 Inthischart,DF meansDavidFeldman. Regardingtheimprinttypes,seeparagraphV,below.

Chart1:Imprimaturswiththeprinter’sinscription,partsofthelegendarycompleteset

IV) Classificationandnumbering ofalltheitemswithpartialorcompleteprinter’s imprints

AsdescribedinPhotiatis’studythereare2 classesofdifferentitemswiththeprinter’s imprint:
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1) Theimprimatursor“specimend’impression”

The nine itemsshownabove(Figures:1,2&3) areimprimaturs beingissuedfromfirstsheetsprinted
when the press starts to print. Below are presented all the other known imprimaturswith the printer’s
imprint:

Figure4:Thetwoblocksoffortyofthe10lepta,with“ControlNumbers” (EM4a),
andwithout“ControlNumber” (EM4A),ConstantinMattheos’collection

Figure5:Thestripoffiveofthe5Lepta(EM3a) StavrosAndreadis’collection

Figure6:Thefirst ofthethreeblocks ofeightofthe1lepton(EM1a)

2) Theessays

Several other known items come from sheets used as essays26 during the calibration of the printing
press.Theyaregenerallyofcoarsequalityofprinting,andsometimeprintedrecto/verso.

Figure7:Thesecondofthethreeblocks ofeightofthe1lepton(EM1b)

26 LouisFanchini,“DefinitionsofthetermsPROOFandESSAY…” op.cit.
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Figure8:Thefour strips ofsixofthe1lepton,all comingfrom existing completesheetsof150essays (EM1d,EM1e,EM1f&EM1g)
StavrosAndreadis’collection forthe2nd & 4th,and ConstantinMattheos’ collectionfor the3rd

Thetwo known single essays,printedrecto/verso(figure9,below)probablycome fromthesamesheet,
inwhichcase,thereshouldexist a third essay,inbetweenthesetwo,bearingthemissingpartialprinter’s
imprint (“…RNESTMEYER,RUEDEV…”),butIhavenotfound itinanyauctioncatalogue,articleorstudy…

Figure9:Thetwosingleessays ofthe20lepta,printedrecto/verso, withpartialprinter’s inscription (EM4a&EM4b)

3) The“Cérès1858”andthe“Cérèswithoutinscription” essays withErnestMeyer’simprint

In 1858/1859, DésiréAlbert Barre developed for the French postal administration a newmethod to
manufacture typographicplatesforprintingthestamps:the“directstrikinginthecoiningpress”method.
Whenin1861,theFrenchand Greekadministrationsaskedhim toprintthefirstGreekstamp,heusedthat
newmethodtoproduce theprintingplates.Hevalidatedthentheusageandtheprintingofthe“Control
Numbers” on the back of the stampswith one of the “Cérès 1858” essays, the blue on blue paper one
(figure13,below).Healsocontinuedtoprototype hisnewmethodbycreating aplatemadebypuresteel
andprintedthe“Cérèswithoutinscription”essaystovalidateit(figure14,below).Barre subcontractedto
ErnestMeyer theprintingof these twoessays.Aunique blockof the first essayand aunique complete
sheetof100essaysofthesecondone,inred27, areknown today, with theprinter’simprints28.

4) Theproposedclassification ofallthe known itemswithpartialorcompleteprinter’simprints

Presentedbelowisachartshowing, inadditionto the7valuesofthelegendaryset(seeparagraph III,
above),alltheitems bearingapartialoracompleteprinter’s imprint, thatIhavebeenabletoidentify,so
far, inthephilatelicliteratureandin auctionscatalogues, togetherwithaproposedclassification:

27 The“Cérèswithoutinscription”existsintwocolours,red&blue(2shades).Tomyknowledge,theblueonewiththeprinter’sinscriptionhasneverbeenseen.
28 LouisFanchini:“Theessays“Cérès1858”:Whyaretheyanintegralpart…” op.cit.
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LFN° Type/Value Description Imprint
type

Total
items

Figure
N° in this
study

HPS
Etude
N°

Appearedinauctions,booksorarticles

EM1a
(*)

LHH1lepton

Block of8
imprimaturs

1 7

6

1ES.V.

 CorinphilaN° 36/MayJune1949(LotN° 33)
 StanleyGibbons/Greece&Portugal/March1972(LotN° 112)
 Rapp/November1983(LotN°2,505)
 DF/TheCollectionVII/June2006 (LotN° 10,005)
 1924Nicolaïdes'book(p.18)

EM1b Block of8
imprimaturs 7

 CorinphilaN° 39/October1951(LotN° 1,891)
 Rapp/November1983(LotN°2,504)
 DF/TheCollectionVII/June2006 (LotN° 10,007)
 1941Truman'sstudy,Thestampspecialist(p.75)
 1944Truman'stranslationofKohl'shandbuch/IV(p.175)
 1949Spink/Truman'sstudy,Billig'scatalogue(p.7)

EM1c
(*)

Blockof8
essays 11  DF/MaximusCollection(PartV)/Nov.1985(LotN°10,167)

 DF/TheCollectionVII/June2006(LotN°10,006)

EM1d Completesheet
of150 essays 8a  DF/TheCollectionVII/June2006 (LotN° 10,004)

 DF/Greece/April2012(LotN° 30,001)

EM1e Completesheet
of150 essays 8b  KaramitsosN° 176/February2004(LotN° 1)

EM1f
(*)

Completesheet
of150 essays 8c  DF/Europe/November1989(LotN°43,918)

 2011Mattheos'book(p.16/17)
EM1g
(*)

Completesheet
of150 essays 8d  PartofStavrosAndreadis’collection

EM3a LHH5lepta Stripof5
imprimaturs 2 1 5 3ES.IV.

 DF/MaximusCollection(PartI)/October1983(LotN° 31,026)
 DF/TheCollectionI/February2002 (LotN° 10,027)
 DF/TheCollectionVII/June2006 (LotN° 10,016)

EM4a
LHH10lepta
with “Control
Numbers”

Block of40
imprimaturs 3 1 4a 4ES.II.

 LuderEdelmannN° XIII/Nov.1929(Completesheetpicture)
 Phillips/Alphonse Collection/November1992(LotN° 544)
 KaramitsosN° 117/July2000(LotN° 11)
 2005Asimakopulos’book(p.64)

EM4A
LHH 10lepta
w/o “Control
Number”

Block of40
imprimaturs 3 1 4b 4ES.I.3

 Phillips/AlphonseCollection/November1992(LotN° 545)
 DF/TheGrandPrixCollectionI/May2003 (LotN° 30,025)
 1995Mattheos’article,TheCollectorsClubN° 74/6(p.349)
 2011Mattheos'book(p.19)

EM5a

LHH20lepta

Singleessaywithpartial
imprintontheback:
“TYPOGRAPHIEE”

3 (?)

4

9a
5II.8.
(?)

 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,009)

EM5b
(*)/(**)

Singleessaywithpartial
imprintontheback:

“ERNEUIL22,APARIS.”
3 9b  KaramitsosN° 362/June2010(LotN° 7)

EM5c Stripof3
imprimaturs 2 1

5ES.IV.

 Harmer/DorningBeckton Collection/Nov.1935(LotN° 63)
 RobsonLowe/AdamsCollection/April1956(LotN° 32)
 StanleyGibbons/Greece&Portugal/March1972(LotN° 141)
 DF/HellasCollection/June1992(LotN° 10,051)
 DF/Turkey,ME&Balkans/February1999(LotN° 20,899)
 1897DorningBeckton'sstudy(p.125)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist(p.17/Fig.9)
 1995Asimakopulos’book(p.62)

EM5d Blockof25
imprimaturs 2 2

 Harmer/November1954(LotN° 62)
 VlastosN°124/December1983(LotN°38)
 KaramitsosN° 150/September2002(LotN° 30)
 Investphila/November2010(LotN° 453)
 SpinkPrivateTreatySale/October2012(p.2)
 1933Constantinidès'étude PlancheXVI/Fig.2(p.95)
 1969Photiadis’study,TheLondonPhilatelist(p.17/Fig.10)
 2012HellascatalogueofKaramitsos(p.7)
 2012Tseriotis'article PhiloteliaN° 672(p.12)
 2012SpinkInsider/Autumn2012(p.23)

EM7a1

LHH80lepta

Blockof8
imprimaturs

(severed– 2 X 4)
Leftpart

2 2

12

7ES.II.

 CorinphilaN° 39/October1951(LotN° 1,908)
 Rapp/November1983
 DF/TheCollectionII/December2002 (LotN° 10,029)
 DF/TheCollectionV/May2005 (LotN° 10,018)
 2007Fanchini’sarticle,PhiloteliaN° 644(p.144)
 2008/09Fanchini’sstudy,PhiloteliaN° 652/654(p.372/373)

EM7a2
(*)

Blockof8
imprimaturs

(severed– 2 X 4)
Rightpart

12

 DF/November1994(LotN°31,199)
 KaramitsosN°183/May2004(LotN°35)
 KaramitsosN° 259/June2007(LotN° 82)
 1995Mattheos’article,TheCollectorsClubN° 74/6(p.349)
 2007Fanchini’sarticle,PhiloteliaN° 644(p.144)
 2008/09Fanchini’sstudy,PhiloteliaN° 652/654(p.372/373)

EM8
(*) "Cérès1858"

Block of8 oftheblueon
bluepaperessaywith
“ControlNumbers”

3 1 13 
 Rapp/November1983(LotN°2,500)
 DF/TheCollectionVII/June2006 (LotN° 10,001)
 2008/09Fanchini’sstudy,PhiloteliaN° 652/654(p.372/373)

EM9
(*)/(**)

“Cérèsw/o
inscription”

Completesheet
of100 essays 4 1 14   Aguttes/December2002(LotN° 7)

 2008/09Fanchini’sstudy,PhiloteliaN°652/654(p.12)


(*)

LHH
1lepton Completesheetof150

 
  MentionedbyTseriotisbutnotracehasbeenfoundinany

auctioncatalogue,bookorarticle…


(**)
LHH

20lepta Completesheetof150   MentionedbyPhotiadisbutnotracehasbeenfoundinany
auctioncatalogue,bookorarticle…

(*): Notlistedinthe1969Photiadis’study  (**):Notlistedinthe2002Tseriotis’index

Chart2:ImprimatursandEssayswithpartialorcompleteprinter’sinscription,inadditiontothelegendarycompleteset
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5) Totalidentifieditemswiththepartialorcompleteprinter’s imprints,asoftoday

So the total number of items bearing the partial or complete printer’s imprints I have been able to
identifyis 25(23onthelargeHermeshead,1onthe“Cérès1858”and1onthe“Cérèssansinscription”).

In1969,Photiadishad referencedonly18 largeHermeshead items, includingonecomplete sheetof
the20leptawhich,tomyknowledge, hasneverbeenseen inanyauction, book orarticlenoris itincluded
inthe2002indexof Tseriotis.AsmentionedbyTseriotis,theAlfierisbloc(figure2)couldhavecomefrom
thatsheet ifithasexisted…(?)

In2002,Tseriotiscounted23 largeHermesheaditems, plusthe“Cérès1858”blueonbluepaperone,
includingonecompletesheetofthe1leptonthatIhavenotbeenabletofindduringallmyresearches in
the books/articles or auctions catalogues and which is neither in any collection of all the advanced
collectorsthatIhavequestioned…

Thechartbelowshowsthenumberofitem(s) foreach type&valueandthedifferencesversus the1969
Photiadis’ studyandthe2002Tseriotis’ index:

Description Complete
LegendarySet

Other
Items Total Commentsversus LouisFanchini’sclassification

LHH– 1lepton 1 7 8 Only4arereferencedbyPhotiadis,and
9arereferencedbyTseriotis(1additionalcompletesheet)

LHH– 2lepta 1  1 Referencedbyboth Photiadis&Tseriotis
LHH– 5lepta 1 1 2 The2arereferencedbybothPhotiadis&Tseriotis
LHH– 10leptawithCN 1 1 2 The2arereferencedbybothPhotiadis&Tseriotis
LHH– 10leptawithoutCN  1 1 ReferencedbybothPhotiadis&Tseriotis

LHH– 20lepta 1 4 5
5arereferencedbyPhotiadis (with1additionalcomplete
sheetbutw/oone ofthetwosingleessays)and,
4arereferencedbyTseriotis(w/ooneofthetwo singleessays)

LHH– 40lepta 1  1 ReferencedbybothPhotiadis&Tseriotis
LHH– 80lepta 1 2 3 The3arereferencedbyTseriotisand only2byPhotiadis
“Cérès1858”  1 1 ReferencedbyTseriotisand notreferencedbyPhotiadis
“Cérèswithoutinscription”  1 1 NotreferencedbybothPhotiadis&Tseriotis

Total 7 18 25

Chart3:TotalnumberoftheImprimatursandEssayswithpartialorcompleteErnestMeyer’sinscription

V) Thefour differentimprints types oftheErnestMeyer’sinscription

Many different variations exist on the side & position of the typographic block capitals and on the
punctuation of the printer’s inscription as described by Photiadis29. However, fourmain different types of
inscriptions of the printer Ernest Meyer can be observed more evidently on the known items: the same
inscription, “TYPOGRAPHIE ERNEST MEYER, RUE DE VERNEUIL, 22, A PARIS”, is written using different
punctuationand/orusingdifferent typography.

Thissame inscriptionalsoexists ongravures (figure10,below)andonbooksprinted byErnestMeyer in
France, inthemiddleofthe19th century30.

Figure10:Gravure“LesPoissonsdeTable LesPêcheursdeMarée” withErnestMeyer’simprint,(realsize:272 X380mm),1850

29 GeorgeM.Photiades,Theimprint“TypographieErnestMeyer…(pp.2123– Noteno.28).
30 SeetheWikipediawebsiteon“ErnestMeyer”(http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Meyer).
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1) Type1 imprint

On the imprimaturs and essays of the 1 lepton of the largeHermes head, the printer’s inscription is
writtenusingonly points aspunctuation,butwithoutapointattheendoftheinscription:

Figure11:Thethirdofthethreeblocksofeightofthe1leptonimprimatur(EM1c)withthemagnifiedprinter’s inscription(Type1)

2) Type2 imprint

Ontheimprimatursofthe2,5,20,40&80Leptaofthe largeHermeshead,theprinter’s inscriptionis
writtenusingonlypointsaspunctuation,includingapointattheendoftheinscription:

Figure12: Theuniqueblockofeight (severed)ofthe80leptaimprimatur(EM7a1&EM7a2)withthemagnifiedprinter’s inscription(Type2)

3) Type3 imprint

Ontheimprimatursofthe10Lepta (withandwithout“ControlNumber”) andthe 20leptasingleessays
ofthelargeHermeshead aswellas ontheessay“Cérès1858” blueonbluepaper,theprinter’s inscription
iswrittenusingcommaswithintheinscriptionandapointattheendoftheimprint:

Figure13: Theuniqueitem ofthe“Cérès1858”essay (EM8)withthemagnified printer’s inscription (Type3)
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4) Type4 imprint

On the red “Cérèswithout inscription” essay, theprinter’s inscription is printedwith a total different
styleof typography,usingcommaswithintheinscriptionandapointattheendoftheimprint:

Figure14: Theuniquecompletesheetofthe“Cérèswithoutinscription”essay(EM9)withthemagnified printer’s inscription (Type4)

VI) Conclusion

The large Hermes head, and the “Cérès 1858” & “Cérès without inscription” imprimaturs and essays,
bearing the Ernest Meyer’s imprints can be considered as the masterpieces of the typographic printing,
highlightingthegeniusoftheFrenchartisansofthe19th century.Theaestheticoftheirdesignaswellasthe
finenessandtheoutstandingqualityoftheir printingaredefinitivelyplacingthematthetopofthehierarchy
ofthemostbeautifulstampseverprinted.Everysinglepieceofthesetwentyfive knownitemsisarealpearl
oftheclassicalGreekcollection andisararityasitself.

Theproposedclassificationofthisstudyshouldhelpfor aneasieridentification andcouldevolve,allowing
theadditionof anynewitemthat couldbefoundinthefuture. The25itemsIhavebeenabletoidentifyto
dateareshowninthisstudywithpictures,kindlycomingfromprivatecollections,includingmine,orfrompast
auctioncatalogues.

WestillhavealottodiscoverontherealdetailedstoryofErnestMeyerandonhisprecisecontributionto
the creation of the large Hermes head of Greece and the Cérès essays of France, as not a single official
document,mentioninghisname,hasbeenfoundtothisdate.Anyway,theseimprints& essaysbearingErnest
Meyer’s inscriptions are continuing to fascinate the philatelists, as they have already done with so many
earlier generations, since their discovery, more than a century ago. They are by themselves, an almost
irrefutable proof that ErnestMeyerwas the printer of the 1861 Paris issues of the largeHermes heads of
Greece.
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